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Who Should Attend? 
Healthcare professionals 
involved in organ donation and 
transplantation strive for excellence 
at all levels.  The combined 
expertise and the sharing of 
best practices of a dedicated 
multidisciplinary healthcare team 
ensures optimal care across the 
lifespan.

This workshop offers both 
healthcare professionals and allied 
healthcare professionals, with all 
levels of expertise, an opportunity 
to expand their knowledge, debate 
best practices, discuss challenges 
and improve competencies. 
In addition, the workshop will 
provide a forum for networking 
with colleagues and exhibitors in a 
collegial atmosphere.

Purpose
The overall goals of this workshop 
are to create excellence in clinical 
practice, education and research 
throughout the transplant process, 
while recognizing unique needs of 
both adult and pediatric patients 
and their families.  Meeting the 
needs of pediatric transplantation 
patients can be significantly 
different than those of adults.  
Transitioning from childhood to 
adulthood poses many challenges 
along the way. This workshop will 
highlight interdisciplinary team 
collaboration which paves the way 
towards the care and management 
of patients of all ages before, 
during and after transplantation.  

Course Format
This full two and a half day 
workshop will consist of two 
tracks, pediatric and adult.  The 
format for this workshop will 
consist of general lectures and 
concurrent sessions.  A variety of 
presentations regarding the care of 
the pediatric and adult transplant 
patient will be presented by expert 
faculty.

After completion of this workshop, 
the participant should be able to:
(1) Discuss current challenges 

encountered when caring for 
adult and/or pediatric organ 
transplant recipients and their 
families in healthcare settings. 

(2) Evaluate key lifespan transitions 
for pediatric and/or adult organ 
transplant recipients and their 
families. 

(3) Analyze best nursing practices 
utilized to care for adult and 
pediatric organ transplant 
recipients and their families 
in various healthcare delivery 
settings.
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Transplant Nursing Across the Lifespan...Sharing Best PracticesTransplant Nursing Across the Lifespan...Sharing Best Practices
ITNS Winter Workshop February 17 - 19, 2012

Reserve your registration on-line before January 26, 2012 at:
http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/A/ATLBHDT-ITN-20120215/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG

Workshop Venue
Atlanta is a world class modern city and boasts 
a rich passionate history.  Often called the city of 
the progressive New South, Atlanta has beautifully 
maintained the Old South architectural characteristics. 
Also called the “city of trees,” Atlanta is surprisingly full 
with magnolias, dogwoods and southern pines. A lush 
tree canopy and a perpetually mild climate encourages 
year round outdoor activity.

Recently named one of the top five American cities, 
Atlanta is well known for its cultural offerings
including  the High Museum of Art, Jimmy Carter 
Presidential Library, Atlanta History Center,  Martin 
Luther King Historic site and the  Margaret Mitchell 
House and Museum and  attractions such as the World 
of Coke, the Atlanta Botanical Center, Centennial 
Olympic Park, City Center, CNN Center, ESPN Zone 
and the world famous Georgia  Aquarium.

Eclectic neighborhoods with flair fill Atlanta and offer 
something for everyone.  Little Five Points is Atlanta’s 
bohemian hangout and home to a rich mix of art, theater 
& shopping. Virginia Highland features hip boutiques. 
East Atlanta Village is filled with homegrown restaurants 
and gastro pubs. The historic district of Cabbage town 
boasts impressive architectural restorations. Decatur 
Square is a charming unique neighborhood six miles 
east of downtown, friendly walkable and right on the 
MARTA (Atlanta’s rail transit system) line with over 200 
boutiques, restaurants and galleries. 

Continuing Education Credits
ITNS has applied to ABTC for providership and 
certified nursing approval of CEPTC credits for certified 
transplant nurses and coordinators who attend this 
Winter Workshop. An application has also been 
submitted to the Ohio Nurses Association for general 
nursing CE credits. Typically, one hour of education 
= 1 CE unit, however, the exact number of credits 
awarded will not be known until closer to the workshop. 
International attendees will receive a Certificate of 
Attendance. 

Registration
Due to the topics covered in this Winter Workshop, we 
are expecting a good audience.  Please register early.  
The registration deadline is February 1, 2012.   
After the deadline date, please call for space availability 
+1 412-343-4867.

Workshop Fees
ITNS members........................................................$375
ITNS non-member, but joining now.........................$450
Non-members..........................................................$450

Course Location and Accommodations
DoubleTree Atlanta Buckhead Hotel
3342 Peachtree Road
Atlanta, Georgia 30326
Phone: +1 404-231-1234
Fax: +1 404-238-0016

Direct link:  http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/
groups/personalized/A/ATLBHDT-ITN-20120215/
index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
Rates: $139 plus taxes, Single or Double

The DoubleTree Atlanta Buckhead Hotel is a full 
service boutique-feel hotel with southern charm and 
is located in a beautiful park setting in the heart of 
trendy Buckhead. This location in Buckhead offers 
a vast selection of dining and entertainment venues 
and the hotel is only 1 ½ blocks from Lenox Mall and 
Phipps Plaza – the best shopping in the southeast. The 
MARTA (Atlanta’s rail transit system) station is within 1 
½ blocks of the hotel and provides easy access to the 
city of Atlanta. 

Each guest room features the signature DoubleTree 
Sweet Dreams bed, coffeemaker, hairdryer and 
complimentary high speed internet access, 
newspaper (M-F).  The hotel offers a complimentary 
on-site fitness club for guests.

All reservations must be received by January 26, 2012 to 
receive group rates.  Mention ITNS to receive the group 
rate.  Rates are guaranteed for February 16-19, 2012 
and based on group block availability.  Requests prior to 
and after the meeting will be accepted only on a space 
availability basis.

Travel Details
The hotel is located less than 25 minutes from the 
Hartsfield Jackson International Airport.  Shuttle to and 
from the airport is $20.50 for one-way and $37 for a 
round trip. You can purchase your ticket and board the 
shuttle outside of the baggage claim area. Taxi service 
is approximately $50-$60 USD each way.   

Valet parking is available at the hotel for $25/night with 
in and out privileges.  Self parking is $20/day. 

Airline Reservation Assistance
Sue Ryan at Travel By Design can assist interested 
parties in making their air transportation arrangements.  
Sue can be reached at +1 847-395-2772 or e-mail 
tbdesign@ameritech.net.  Note that a standard travel 
agency fee applies when using this service to book your 
flight.
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7:15-8:00 Exhibits / Registration / Continental Breakfast

8:00-8:15 Welcome

8:15-9:30 Improving the Effectiveness of Interactions with Patients through Motivational Interviewing
Nikole J. Cronk PhD
Clinical Assistant Professor
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO USA

9:30-10:00 Refreshment Break / Visit Exhibits

10:00-12:30 Care for the Care Provider© Six Dimensions of Wellness to Mitigate Against Vicarious Traumatization
Johnnathan R. Ward M.DIV, SMC-C, CWPC, CCFS
Senior Training Consultant and Founder
Wellness 24-Seven, LLC
Atlanta, Georgia USA

12:30 - 1:45 Lunch (organized networking tables based on suggested topics from attendees)

1:45-2:45 Adult Track Pediatric Track

Transplant Nursing: A View from the
Other Side of the Sheets
Mary Capka RN, MN
Retired
Emory Healthcare
Atlanta, Georgia USA

Infectious Disease: Risks, Prevention and 
Complications
Joseph Hilinski MD
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Program Director, 
Pediatric Infectious Diseases, Associate Program Director, 
General Pediatrics
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia USA

2:45 - 3:00 Refreshment Break / Visit Exhibits

3:00-4:15 Tips and Trends in Patient Education
Shannon McCloskey BSN, RN, CCTN
Discharge Coordinator
University Transplant Center
San Antonio, Texas USA

Current Trends in Immunosuppression for Pediatric 
Transplant Recipients
Rochelle Schmidt, PharmD
Pediatric Transplant Pharmacist Specialist
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta - Egleston Campus
Atlanta, Georgia USA

4:15-5:00 Understanding HLA Antibodies and/or High Risk 
Immunology
Robert Bray PhD
Professor; Pathology & Laboratory Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia USA

A Journey from CMS Failure to Flourishing
Laura O’Melia RN, MSN, CPNP
John Kueven MSHA, MBA, RN 
Pediatric Transplant Center
Children’s Hospital Boston
Boston, Massachusetts USA

Friday,  February 17

Posters

Posters will be displayed throughout the workshop.  
Authors will be available at their poster on Saturday during the AM and PM Breaks  

to give a brief overview of their work and to answer questions.

When to Discuss Living Related Liver Transplant  
Donation: A Change in Practice to Decrease  
Pediatric Liver Transplant Waitlist Mortality
Jennifer Ormsby RN, BSN, CPN
Courtney Fratto RN, MSN, CPNP
Katie Garrigan BSN, RN
Children’s Hospital Boston
Boston, Massachusetts USA

Western Canadian Children’s Heart Network:  
Working Together to Support Pediatric Heart  
Transplant in Western Canada
Bernadette Dodd MN
Clinical Nurse Specialist, Pediatric Heart Transplant
University of Alberta Hospital, Stollery Children’s Hospital
Edmonton, Alberta Canada

Bridging the Ambulatory and  
Inpatient Transplant Teams
Jocelyn A Pearson MSN
Clinical Resource Nurse
Mayo Clinic in Arizona
Scottsdale, Arizona USA

Rituximab (Rituxan)-Creation of a Collaborative  
Evidence Based Nursing Protocol
Marjorie Robinson BSN, RN, CPN
Transplant Inpatient Unit Assistant  Nurse Manager
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, Egleston Campus
Stone Mountain, Georgia USA
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ITNS Winter Workshop February 17-19, 2012

7:30 - 8:00 Registration / Continental Breakfast / Visit Exhibits

8:00 - 8:15 Announcements

8:15-9:45 The Role of Palliative Care Within Healthcare
Ronald J. Crossno MD, CMD, FAAFP, FAAHPM
President: American Academy of Hospice & Palliative Care
Senior National Medical Director: Gentiva Health Services, Hospice Division
Temple, Texas USA

9:45-10:15 Poster Presentations / Refreshment Break / Visit Exhibits

10:15-11:15 Adult Track Pediatric Track

Growing New Transplant Nurses: Planting the Seeds
Lecia Snell APRN-CNS, CCTN
Clinical Nurse Specialist, Manager Acute Dialysis
The Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, Nebraska USA

Ethical Issues in Pediatric Transplantation
Linda Wright MSW, MHSc, RSW
Director of Bioethics and Palliative Care
University Health Network
Toronto, Ontario Canada

11:15-12:15 Hear No Evil, See No Evil, Do No Evil:  The 
Importance of Self Care Management Following 
Transplantation
Marjo van Helden RN
MANP
University Medical Center Nijmegen
Nijmegen, The Netherlands

Reintegration After Transplant: Achieving 
Outcomes to Improve Quality of Life
Beverly Kosmach-Park DNP
Clinical Nurse Specialist
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania USA

12:15 - 1:45 Lunch (on your own)

Adult Track Abstracts Pediatric Track Abstracts
1:45 – 2:10 Utilizing Lean Process to Standardize Workflow in 

the Kidney Transplant Evaluation Process
Pamela Myers RN
Martha Stipsits RN, BSN, CCRN
Pre-Kidney Transplant Coordinator
Barnes-Jewish Hospital
St Louis, Missouri USA

Prior Approvals, The Paperless Method!
Joyce M. Davis BSHA
Transplant Business Manager
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta
Atlanta, Georgia USA

2:10 – 2:35 The Value of Adding Personal Stories to Printed 
Education Materials for Liver Transplant Recipients
Bernadette Dodd MN
Clinical Nurse Specialist, Pediatric Heart Transplant
University of Alberta Hospital, Stollery Children’s 
Hospital
Edmonton, Alberta Canada

Pediatric Assessment Tools Facilitate Early 
Intervention for a Deteriorating Patient
Dawn Johnson BSN, RN, CPN, CCTN
Clinical Educator for Transplant Services
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at Egleston
Atlanta, Georgia USA

2:35 – 3:00 Economic Impact on Renal Transplant Recipients’ 
Healthcare & Medication Adherence
Eileen Gargiulo RN, BSN, CCRC
Transplant Research Coordinator
Piedmont Hospital
Atlanta, Georgia USA

Evidence Based Practice: Are Chlorhexadine 
Impregnated Sponges Effective in the 
Prevention of Central Line Associated Blood 
Stream Infections?
Crystal Stroh RN, MSN
Staff Nurse
Children’s Hospital Boston
Boston, Massachusetts USA

3:00-3:30 Poster Presentations / Refreshment Break / Visit Exhibits

Saturday,  February 18
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7:30 - 8:00 Continental Breakfast

8:00-9:30 Paired Kidney Donation
Adam Bingaman MD, PhD
Director, Living Donor Incompatible Program Kidney and Pancreas Transplant Surgeon
Texas Transplant Institute
San Antonio, Texas USA

9:30-10:00 Refreshment Break

10:00-10:30 The Ultimate Recycling Plan
Ann Sechrist and Beverly Williamson
Donor Family and Recipient

10:30-12:30 Transition: State of the Literature, Practice and Outcomes in Transplantation
Kathy Martin MN, NP
Nurse Practitioner, Heart Transplant Program
The Hospital for Sick Children
Toronto, Ontario Canada
and 
Corinne McCurdy BScN, RN(EC), MSc
APN-Heart Transplant
Toronto General Hospital
Toronto, Ontario Canada

Sunday,  February 19

Adult Track Abstracts Pediatric Track Abstracts
3:30 – 3:55 Assessment of Patients’ Satisfaction of Pain 

Management on the Solid Organ Transplant Unit
Lecia Snell APRN-CNS, CCTN
Clinical Nurse Specialist, Manager Acute Dialysis
The Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, Nebraska USA

Extent of Renal Dysfunction in Pediatric Heart 
Transplant Recipients at a Single Centre
Bernadette Dodd MN
Clinical Nurse Specialist, Pediatric Heart Transplant
University of Alberta Hospital, 
Stollery Children’s Hospital
Edmonton, Alberta Canada

3:55 – 4:20 Nursing Impact on Solid Organ Transplant Length 
of Stay
Kara Mangold MS, RN-BC, CCTN
Unit Based Educator:  
3 West Intermediate/Transplant Unit
Mayo Clinic Hospital
Phoenix, Arizona USA

Providing Culturally Sensitive Homecare to a 
Pediatric Transplant Recipient…Where Do We 
Begin?
Cindy Ervin BS, RN
Account Executive/Transplant Specialist
InfuScience
Omaha, Nebraska USA

4:20 – 4:45 Review of the Results of a Patient Satisfaction 
Survey from a Large Multi-Organ Transplant Center 
in Western Canada
Kathleen Jackson RN, BNSc
Lung Transplant Coordinator
University of Alberta Hospital
Edmonton, Alberta Canada

A Qualitative Study of the Emotional 
Experiences of Pediatric Post-Transplant 
Families
Carolyn Rosa BSN
Staff Nurse
Georgetown University Hospital
Washington, DC  USA

4:45 - 5:10 High Risk Donor Organ Consent and Outcomes
Darla Phillips RN, MSN, CCTC
Clinical Operations Director, Transplant Services
Duke University Hospital
Durham, North Carolina USA

Process Engineering: Paving the Pathway for 
Kidney Transplantation in Children
Julie Strong R.N.B.N.
Pediatric Transplant Coordinator – Transplant 
Manitoba—Pediatric Kidney Program
Children’s Hospital—Health Sciences Centre
Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada

Saturday,  February 18 (continued)

ITNS Winter Workshop February 17-19, 2012
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NAME BADGE INFORMATION:

First name:______________________________________

Last name:______________________________________

Degrees/credentials:______________________________

Position/Role:_ __________________________________

Employer:_ _____________________________________

Employer’s City:__________________________________

Employer’s State/Province:_________________________

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS:  

q Home  q Work

Mailing address:_ ________________________________

______________________________________________

City:___________________________________________  

State/Province:_ _________________________________  

Postal code:_____________________________________

Country:________________________________________

Email:__________________________________________

Phone number:__________________________________

Fax number: ____________________________________

WORKSHOP TRACK:  q Adult   q Pediatric

SPECIALTY INTEREST:

q Kidney/Pancreas   q Heart/Lung   q Liver

q Small Bowel    q Research    q QOL

q Procurement   q Pediatrics    q Donor

Other_________________________________________

INTEREST LEVEL: q Staff q Advanced Practice

q Transplant Coordinator q Manager/Administrator

Other __________________________________________

q  Yes q No I will attend Lunch on Friday 

Suggested networking topic(s) for lunch on Friday

1. _____________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________

q I prefer not to be at an organized networking table

FEE SCHEDULE

q ITNS Active Members________________________$375 

      ITNS #_______________________________________

Non-member, joining now;  
      application enclosed.................................................$450

q Non-members............................................................$450

Please fax or mail this workshop registration form to:

ITNS
1739 E. Carson Street, Box #351
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15203-1700 USA

All cancellations must be received in writing.  A $30 
administrative fee will be deducted from cancellations 
received up to 72 hours in advance.  After that time, no 
refunds can be made.

ITNS Winter Workshop Registration Form
Transplant Nursing Across the Lifespan...Sharing Best Practices

PAYMENT 
ENCLOSED/CHARGED:............... $___________USD
(payable in US Funds only)

Make check payable to ITNS

q Personal check	 q Company/hospital check 

q VISA	 q MasterCard	 q AMEX 

q Money order	  

Card #:_____________________________________

Please add CVV or CID number 
Please enter 3-digit number from the back of your card  
immediately following the account number. AMEX CVV/CID number is 4 digits, and 
is on the front of the card. This is required to process a card which is not physically 
present at ITNS headquarters.

Expiry date:_______________________ (month/year)   

Signature:_ _________________________________
If the credit card is not the registrant’s card, such as a hospital 
corporate card, please provide the following:

Cardholder Name:______________________________________

Billing Address:________________________________________

____________________________________________________

City:_________________________________________________

State/Country:_________________________________________

Postal Code:__________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

Fax: +1 (412) 343-3959
Phone:  +1 (412) 343-ITNS (4867)
Email:  itns_admin@msn.com
www.itns.org
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ITNS  Membership  Application
International Transplant Nurses Society, 1739 E. Carson Street, Box #351, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15203-1700 USA

Phone: +1(412) 343-ITNS (4867)    •    Fax: +1(412) 343-3959    •    www.itns.org    •    itns@msn.com

Contact Information      	
Name:__________________________________________
Degree/Certifications:______________________________
Recruited by:_____________________________________
Preferred Mailing Address:	 q Home	 q Work
Preferred E-Mail Address:___________________________
Home address: 
Street:__________________________________________
City:_____________________State/Province:___________  
Postal Code:  _____________ Country:________________  
Phone Number:___________________________________ 
Work address:
Hospital/Company:_ _______________________________ 
Position:_________________________________________  
Dept/Div:________________________________________  
Bldg/Room:______________________________________  
Street:__________________________________________
City:_____________________State/Province:___________  
Postal Code:______________ Country:________________
Phone Number:___________________________________

Fax Number:_____________________________________

Membership Dues Payment in U.S. Funds Only

q Active RN  $100/year  $270/three years  (circle one)  
(All RNs.  All Active members are entitled to vote, hold office and serve on 
committees at the international level.  Per the ITNS Bylaws, any RN must join 
as Active)  

q Associate  $50/year  $135/three years  (circle one) 
(Any non-RN health professional involved in transplantation.  Associate 
members are not entitled to vote, hold office or serve on committees on an in-
ternational level but may participate in these activities in local ITNS chapters.) 

q Retired RN $75/year $200/three years
q Emerging Countries Members $25/year  $75/3 years
ITNS is pleased to announce a reduced membership fee to allow transplant 
professionals from countries with emerging economies the opportunity to join 
the society at a reduced rate of  $25.  For ITNS to support, these members 
will have access to all benefits in electronic format only, thus it is required 
that we have an e-mail address for this membership category.  Countries are 
defined as low income and or an IDA lending status by the World Bank as of 
July 2006, or as a European Emerging Country by Europe.  A list of countries 
is available at http://itns.org/membership/reduced-rate.

Make check payable to ITNS (US Funds only)
q Check        q VISA        q MasterCard        q AMEX  
#  __________________________________  Expiry______

Cardholder Signature:______________________________
Please add CVV or CID number 
Please enter 3-digit number from the back of your card 
immediately following the account number. AMEX CVV/
CID number is 4 digits, and is on the front of the card. This is required to 
process a card which is not physically present at ITNS headquarters.

If the credit card is not the member’s card, please provide the following:

Cardholder Name:_________________________________
Billing Address:___________________________________
City/State/Zip:____________________________________

Demographic Information
1.  How many years have you been a nurse?
q < 2    q 2-3    q 4-5    q 6-10    q 11-19    q > 20

2.  How many years in Transplantation? 
q < 2		 q 2-3	 q 4-5	 q 6-10	 q 11-15
q 16-20		 q > 20

3.  Work setting? 
q University Affiliated	 q Military	 q Academic    
q Community/Private 	 q Registry	 q Government  
q Organ Procurement   q Other: ___________________	

4.  Area of employment? 
q Transplant Unit       q Clinical Research       q ICU 
q Outpatient    q Pediatrics    q Other:_______________

5.  Your position?  
q Staff Nurse    q Charge/Team Leader   
q Head/Assistant Head Nurse 	 q Nursing Admin 
q Supervisor     q Transplant Coordinator  
q In Service/Staff Development     q Instructor  
q Clinical Nurse Specialist/Clinician  
q Nurse Practitioner     	q Other:____________________

6.  Which organ/tissue recipients do you care for? 
q Liver       q Kidney 	 q Composite   	q Bone Marrow 
q Lung	      q Heart	 q Pancreas  	 q Islet Cell  
q Small Bowel        _q Other _______________________

7.  Highest level of nursing education? 
q Student	q LVN/LPN	 q RN	 q RN ADN   
q RN BS	 q RN BSN	 q RN Diploma	q Masters Degree 	
q NP	 q Doctorate 	q RN BScN	 q DNSc

8.  Do you care for pediatric recipients?  q Yes q No

9.  I would be interested in information for the ITNS  
    Special Interest Groups (SIG)
q Education	 q Research	 q Cardiothoracic 
q Staff Nurse	 q Pediatric	 q Advanced Practice  
q Other SIG Interest ______________________________

Please send me information on the closest local ITNS chapter: 
q USA	 q Canada	 q Europe	 q Starting a Chapter 

I am also a member of: q AACN	 q ANNA	 q EDTNA   
q ETCO	q ISHLT	 q NATCO	 q ONS	 q BTS  
q Sigma Theta Tau	 q Other:______________________

q ITNS occasionally provides or sells its membership list strictly for the 
dissemination of transplant-related educational announcements. If you 
would not like to receive this type of information, please place an ‘X’ in the 
box and your name will not be included when our list is distributed to other 
organizations and transplant-related companies.


